
Text Transcript from "Clearing the Air in Coeymans: Community Forum on Clean Air vs. Tire Burning" Video of Tuesday February 9th 
2021 found on this website's video section. 
 
 The New York Capital Region is home to hundreds of thousands of people. Why is the giant multinational 
polluter LafargeHolcim determined to burn toxic waste in our backyards? The outcome of a political battle in 
Coeymans could determine whether the LafargeHolcim cement plant can burn millions of tires every year. The 
Ravena Coeymans Selkirk middle and high schools are just a stone's throw from this plant. 
 

This program explains how LafargeHolcim sidestepped the Albany Clean Air bill passed last year. You'll hear some of the community leaders 
working to hold LafargeHolcim accountable: 

- Jane Williams, chair of the National Sierra Club Clean Air Team 
- Matt Miller, Albany County Legislator, Selkirk resident, and science teacher in the Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk Schools 
- Carlo A.C. deOliveira, attorney, Ravena resident, and member of the Clean Air Coalition of Greater Ravena-Coeymans 
- Joseph Ritchie, founding director of Saratoga Sites Against Norlite Emissions (SSANE) 

The moderator was Hudson Mohawk Magazine correspondent Corinne Carey. 

This event was produced by The Sanctuary for Independent Media and the Clean Air Coalition of Greater 

Ravena-Coeymans and co-sponsored by the Hudson Mohawk Environmental Action Network and the Energy 

Justice Network. 

We will continue doing our best to support the community activists at the Clean Air Coalition of Greater Ravena-Coeymans and allied 
environmental justice groups working on our behalf. We hope you will too. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Your friends at The Sanctuary for Independent Media 

And Clean Air Action Network https://www.facebook.com/groups/CAAN.GF 

 

00:43:21        Corinne Carey:  Letâ€™s post a link to the longer video here in the 

chat. 

00:44:16        Christine Primomo:      https://youtu.be/N555YTsic8g longer video 

00:45:01        Tha Sanctuary:  If you'd like to share the Facebook stream to your 

own feed, here's the link: 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=860617638118990&ref=watch_permalink 

00:47:15        Jill Loew:      Hi, Kate! 

00:57:55        Jane Williams:  itâ€™s what burning tires looks like. 

00:59:34        Mike Ewall:     The federal Clean Air Act, at 42 U.S.C. Â§ 7416, 

allows states and their political subdivisions to have stricter air pollution laws 

than the federal floor: 

 

Â§ 7416. Retention of State authority 

 

Except as otherwise provided in [unrelated sections] ...nothing in this Act shall 

preclude or deny the right of any State or political subdivision thereof to adopt 

or enforce (1) any standard or limitation respecting emissions of air pollutants or 

(2) any requirement respecting control or abatement of air pollution; except that 

if an emission standard or limitation is in effect under an applicable 

implementation plan or under section 111 or 112, such State or political 

subdivision may not adopt or enforce any emission standard or limitation which is 

less stringent than the standard or limitation under such plan or section. 

01:01:28        Mike Ewall:     The state law allowing local governments to have 

their own clean air laws that are as strict or stricter than the state and federal 

minimums is here, but includes language that if the county and town both have laws, 

the county law doesn't apply in the town (which is why the Coeymans Town Board left 

a gutted law in place, to prevent the county one from taking effect): 

https://codes.findlaw.com/ny/environmental-conservation-law/env-sect-19-0709.html 

01:03:44        Mike Ewall:     Here's the piece she's describing where I compared 

the data on burning coal vs. a mix of tires and coal: 

http://www.energyjustice.net/files/ny/TiresVsCoal.pdf 

http://www.mediasanctuary.org/
http://www.cleanairalbanycounty.org/
http://www.cleanairalbanycounty.org/
http://www.hmean.org/
http://www.energyjustice.net/
http://www.energyjustice.net/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CAAN.GF


01:05:39        Corinne Carey:  REMINDER: If any of you have questions, please type 

them here in the chat box. 

01:06:56        Christine Primomo:      Lafarge Holcim currently burns coal as fuel 

01:07:06        Tech Support:   Lafarge says they wonâ€™t be able to compete if 

they canâ€™t burn tires because their competitors do.  Is that true? 

01:08:40        Corinne Carey:  The gateway waste. 

01:08:57        Mike Ewall:     Some of their competitors are burning waste instead 

of "traditional" (fossil) fuels, but it's not universal.  I know of one in western 

PA that used to burn hazardous waste, then stopped many years ago. 

01:10:01        Tech Support:   Do the transportation savings of being on the river 

near their NYC markets make up for any disadvantage on fuel costs? 

01:10:15        Ted Smith:      And frankly: the air our schoolkids and teachers 

breathe can not be traded for they're competitive fitness. Period. 

01:10:23        Tech Support:   Lafarge says burning tires is cleaner than burning 

coal.  Is that true? 

01:10:27        Ted Smith:      *their 

01:12:46        Sarah Valentine:        Have any local hospitals/ other healthcare 

institutions expressed concern or joined in action? 

01:13:19        Carol Butt:     I have analyzed hazardous waste site materials with 

Environmental Conservation and I would like to add that when these materials are 

burned, there are chemical reactions that produce new materials, many of which 

cannot even be analyzed for.   Therefore, we can never be sure we can even know 

what is produced with this burning, say nothing about the lack of data on the 

effects of what we can actually detect. 

01:14:31        Ted Smith:      Thank you, Jane. 

01:14:46        Mike Ewall:     Burning any amount of tires with coal is far 

dirtier than just burning 100% coal.  That's documented in the link I shared above.  

Find it here: http://www.energyjustice.net/files/ny/TiresVsCoal.pdf 

01:14:49        Christine Primomo:      Who Benefits and Who is Burdened by the 

Proposal? 

01:14:56        Branda Miller:  Benefits and Burdens â€” letâ€™s focus through this 

lens! Thank you Jane! 

01:15:30        Tina Lieberman: The retrofits and improvements made to the Lafarge 

kiln/stacks several years ago were made for burning coal.  Am I correct to assume 

they would not prevent the added toxic pollutants that would be emitted from the 

stacks if tires were burned? 

01:15:44        James Travers:  My last comment was meant to be directed to Tech 

Support, Not Mike Ewall (Still learning my way around zoom!) 

01:17:05        Mike Ewall:     Even after their "modernization" in 2017 (required 

by EPA because of their excessive pollution), they're still one of the top air 

polluters in the state.  In 2018, out of 351 industrial air polluters in NY, 

Lafarge was ranked #1 in 14 toxic pollutants including particulate matter, #2 in 5 

more including arsenic, #3 in 6 others including chromium and lead, and top 10 in 

12 more. See http://www.energyjustice.net/files/ny/LafargeEmissions.pdf 

01:17:25        Alexis Goldsmith (she/her):     From Facebook: `Jane- that is 

fascinating. Just burning tires actually "looks good"? But apart from appearances, 

the need for "clinker" is interesting. Sounds like it's supposed to be a silicon 

containing solid....Is there an article you can recommend so I could learn more? 

Thank you! 

01:17:37        Ted Smith:      Thanks, Mike, for all this excellent information! 

01:20:03        Mike Ewall:     More on tire burning at 

http://www.energyjustice.net/tires 

 

And on incineration, generally: 

http://www.energyjustice.net/incineration 

 

The zinc in tires is a problem because it's a catalyst for forming dioxins, the 

most toxic chemicals known to science. See 

http://www.ejnet.org/dioxin/catalysts.html and http://www.ejnet.org/dioxin/  



Burning just a small % of tires has dramatically boosted dioxin emissions at other 

facilities, a shown in the first link in this comment. 

01:20:58        Christine Primomo:      At the end of the Forum, we will have 3 

Actions we can all take 

01:25:33        Tech Support:   Is the BioHiTech project upriver in Rensselaer 

strategically connected to this Lafarge initiative? 

01:26:03        Fran Porter:    Matt, What if anything, prevents Lafarge from  

burning tires tomorrow? 

01:26:39        Judith Enck:    yes   bio hi tech says they want to burn their 

solid waste at a Lafarge facility in penn and will not rule out Lafarge in 

coeymanns 

01:27:04        Mike Ewall:     BioHiTech's plant would process trash into "fuel" 

to market to cement kilns to burn as fuel.  They claim they'll ship it to eastern 

Pennsylvania to burn at two cement kilns, one of which is owned by Lafarge.  It's 

very realistic to assume that if the Town of Coeymans continues to protect Lafarge 

from its own and the county's Clean Air Laws, that if BioHiTech is built, they 

could more easily just burn it in Coeymans. 

01:27:17        Ted Smith:      Thanks, Matt, for all your work on this. I'm so 

disgusted that our community is being exploited and manipulated like this. We've 

got to stand up for our kids. 

01:27:59        Linda Marshall: HOW did the â€œPort of Coeymansâ€• get created? It 

seems to have shown up all of a sudden. Does someone have a history of this? 

01:28:24        Mike Ewall:     Also, it's worth noting that the Albany County 

Clean Air Law, as I drafted it, would have banned any companies like BioHiTech from 

locating in Albany County (should they be blocked in Rennsselaer), but the county 

legislature's attorneys stripped out the language that would have protected the 

county from BioHiTech type of facilities that make waste into "fuels" even if they 

don't burn on-site. 

01:28:43        Tech Support:   Background on Norlite: www.LightsOutNorlite.org 

01:28:48        Sara Pruiksma:  If you would like to be involved, join the Clean 

Air Coalition of Greater Ravena-Coeymans at info@cleanairalbanycounty.org 

01:28:59        LaDelle Dautremont:     Re: Carver companies see these links 

http://www.carvercompanies.com/cry-recycling-center 

01:29:43        LaDelle Dautremont:     

http://www.carvercompanies.com/WWW.PORTOFCOEYMANS.COM 

01:29:52        Linda Marshall: What money is behind the Carver companies? 

01:30:13        Ted Smith:      Follow the Clean Air Coalition of Greater Raven-

Coeymans on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/402930067521781 

01:30:17        Barbara Heinzen:        Thatâ€™s an interesting question, Linda.  

He came in with a builder called Eli Weis (I think thatâ€™s the right name) in the 

early 2000s.  The Comp plan thought the port would become a riverfront community, 

but instead Weis dies and Larry Conrad, the Coeymans building inspector allowed 

Laraway to turn it into a port for handling construction and demolition debris. 

01:30:55        TJ:     Great to see BMV Huddle out in force. Tom 

01:30:58        Linda Marshall: Weis just DIES? 

01:31:13        Linda Marshall: Just up and dies???? Like that? Poof!? 

01:31:14        Mike Ewall:     @Fran: the only thing stopping Lafarge from 

starting to burn tires tomorrow is that they need a permit from the state, and may 

need to set up some equipment for feeding tires.  The Town and County laws do not 

stop them.  We need a state law, or for the Town to reinstate its law or repeal it 

so that the county's will stop it. 

01:32:16        Daniel Helmer:  hey Joe! 

01:33:14        Judith Enck:    ny dec has approved Lafarge burning large amounts 

of tires in the past and for some reason Lafarge let that permission form ny dec 

lapse.  they are now applying for a beneficial use determination which would allow 

Lafarge to burn tires without the benefit of an environmental impact statement    

it is just a matter of time before dec approves this again. 

01:33:14        Alexis Goldsmith (she/her):     See 30 years of Norliteâ€™s 

enforcement history: https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/121815.html 



01:38:54        brandon c-k (he, him):  sadly have to duck out, thanks SO much 

everyone!!! 

01:40:28        Christine Primomo:      LaFarge Holcim  February 27, 2020 

Record net income and free cash flow 

- Net sales up 3.1% like-for-like with an over-proportional Recurring EBITDA1 

growth of 6.5% like-for-like 

- Record net income2 of CHF 2,072 million (+32%), EPS3 up 29% 

- Record free cash flow1 of CHF 3,047 million (+79%) 

- Cash conversion1 at 49.5% (28.3% in 2018) 

- Net debt1 reduced from CHF 13.5 billion to CHF 8.8 billion (-35%); Net debt to 

Recurring EBITDA at 1.4x1 

- All 2019 targets achieved 

01:40:33        Christine Primomo:      

https://www.lafargeholcim.com/sites/lafargeholcim.com/files/atoms/files/02272020-

press_finance-lafargeholcim_fy_results-en_509571647.pdf 

01:42:00        Judith Enck:    NY DEC allows Norlite to burn 50 lbs of mercury 

each year, next to public housing apartments.  one gram of mercury can contaminate 

a large lake making the fish contaminated with mercury and therefore should not be 

consumed.  50 lbs a year 

01:42:21        Judith Enck:    correction:  release 50 lbs of mercury into the air 

01:43:12        Branda Miller:  Thank you Joe for your eloquence and inspiration!!! 

01:43:13        Ted Smith:      Thanks so much, Joe. 

01:43:25        Judith Felsten: how can info in Chat be copied into a document or 

printed? 

01:43:30        Fiskolkinator:  Thank you 

01:43:36        Fran Porter:    Can we find out and publicize which elected 

officials accept money from Lafarge? 

01:43:43        Sara Pruiksma:  Thank you Carlo, Jane, Matt and Joe! 

01:44:04        Mike Ewall:     To copy the chat, hit the "..." and click "Save 

Chat." 

01:45:29        Tech Support:   Weâ€™ll be sending the contents of the chat box and 

video of this event to everyone who registered in a day or two. 

01:45:51        James Travers:  Earlier, Mike Ewall mentioned the 2017 

"Modernization". Please see link this for more: 

https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/cement-manufacturing-enforcement-initiative  Scroll 

down for Lafarge. 

01:46:34        Sarah Valentine:        Non-profit Hospitals are required to assess 

community health needs every 3 years and develop a plan to respond to these needs. 

01:47:10        ERIC COPLAND:   What social media programs, eg TIKTOK, will be 

directed at students to coalesce their support for a broad PR  coalition  against 

LaFarge 

01:47:36        LaDelle Dautremont:     Just out today in the Guardian: 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/feb/09/fossil-fuels-pollution-deaths-

research 

01:48:42        Mike Ewall:     Some of the challenges of health studies finding an 

association with a specific industrial polluter are discussed on page 2 of this 

piece I wrote in response to a trash incinerator company's flyer arguing that 

health studies show no problem from living next to trash incinerators: 

http://www.energyjustice.net/incineration/healthstudies.pdf 

01:49:04        LaDelle Dautremont:     from December 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/16/girls-death-contributed-to-by-

air-pollution-coroner-rules-in-landmark-casee 

01:50:18        LaDelle Dautremont:     link that works: 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/16/girls-death-contributed-to-by-

air-pollution-coroner-rules-in-landmark-case 

01:50:45        Mike Ewall:     The health studies piece I just dropped in here is 

in response to this, which is similar to the sort of PR you'll see justifying tire 

burning: http://www.energyjustice.net/incineration/CovantaWP6.pdf 

01:52:17        Judith Enck:    recyle 



01:53:16        Judith Enck:    Albany county board of elections should have some 

records but donations are sometimes made under different names 

01:53:42        Christine Primomo:      An opportunity for volunteers to join us! 

01:53:50        Christine Primomo:      Anyone like to do reseacrh 

01:55:27        Tina Lieberman: If we start to spread the news in Coeymans, can we 

pair it with doing a resident survey of health issues like respiratory issues in 

Coeymans?  I believe this was done by citizens in the South End of Albany to gather 

info on the pollution in the air from the trains and diesel trucks. 

01:55:47        Sara Pruiksma:  Good idea Tina 

01:55:49        Joseph R Ritchie:       Great idea 

01:56:13        Jill Loew:      Progressive Schenectady has a meeting with Senator 

Hinchey on Friday at 2:15 to talk about one particular climate bill.  If anyone 

would like to join us, e-mail me at browndog524@gmail.com 

01:56:15        Barbara Heinzen:        I know people start remembering cancer 

cases whenever I ask them about it 

01:56:47        Corinne Carey:  You can contact Senator Michelle Hinchey here: 

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/michelle-hinchey/contact 

01:56:48        Mike Ewall:     What to do with tires? 

 

Follow the Zero Waste Hierarchy (http://www.energyjustice.net/zerowaste) and apply 

it to tires by... 

 

-using fewer tires through better urban planning, using trains more than trucks, 

etc. 

-designing tires to use less material 

-designing tires to use fewer toxic chemicals, avoiding metals and halogens 

-retreading tires to reuse them 

-reusing tires for public works projects, landfill liner material, civil 

engineering uses, etc. 

-recycle tires by devulcanizing them or otherwise genuinely recycling them, but not 

for playground/turf material 

-shred and landfill as last resort 

 

Some related info at: http://www.energyjustice.net/tires/solutions 

01:57:13        Sonja Stark:    The latest â€œTake Actionâ€• blog post on the Clean 

Air Coalition website has everything that you can do to help:  

www.cleanairalbanycounty.org 

01:57:23        Judith Felsten: What about Catskill Daily Mail? 

01:57:34        Ted Smith:      https://cleanairalbanycounty.org/blog/ 

01:57:40        Christine Primomo:      https://cleanairalbanycounty.org/blog/ 

01:57:56        Daniel Helmer:  <3 

01:57:57        Mike Ewall:     Email: info@cleanairalbanycounty.org 

01:58:19        Joseph R Ritchie:       If anyone wants to contact me 

jrritchi@syr.edu is where you can.  Do not hesitate to email me!  Clean air is a 

human right! 

01:58:32        Ted Smith:      Thank you so much everyone! 

01:58:46        Jill Loew:      Great job, and thank you!  Very informative! 

01:58:49        Mike Ewall:     Anyone can contact me at: 

 

Mike Ewall 

Executive Director 

Energy Justice Network 

215-436-9511 

mike@energyjustice.net 

http://www.energyjustice.net 

http://www.facebook.com/energyjustice - like us on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/mikeewall - friend 

01:58:56        Fiskolkinator:  Thank you!! 

01:58:58        Corinne Carey:  Sign up for our list: 



https://forms.gle/VLCthZqGw3WDsrMN6 

 

Donate to Sanctuary  https://www.mediasanctuary.org/get-involved/give/donate/) 

01:59:04        Sonja Stark:    If anybody wants to go on camera for a follow up 

documentary:  email me at pilot@pilotgirlproductions.com 

01:59:28        Barbara Heinzen:        Thanks to everyone who came and to our 

speakers.  You were brilliant!  And thanks to the Sanctuary for hosting us. 

01:59:33        Alexis Goldsmith (she/her):     Learn more about the Hudson Mohawk 

Environmental Action Network: hmean.org 

01:59:37        Judith Enck:    norlite in the north   Lafarge in the south.  need 

to combine forces, along with our friends working on the dunn c and d landfill in 

they city of rensselaer      thanks to the sanctuary for independent media 

01:59:43        Fran Porter:    Excellent presentations! Thank you. 

01:59:45        Mike Ewall:     Thanks for all the amazing info and wisdom, Jane, 

Joe, Matt, Carlo, & Judith! 

01:59:46        Matt Miller:    Matt Miller 

01:59:57        Tracy Frisch:   Thanks to all the dedicated activists who came 

together tonight, including those who presented and the organizers. APPLAUSE! 

02:00:16        Matt Miller:    Matt Miller 

02:00:37        Noreen Fisk:    Thank you, very informative 

02:00:46        Yvonne Shackelton:      Thank you to everyone who made this forum 

possible tonight. 

02:00:59        Matt Miller:    Matt Miller 518-727-7613 

matthew.miller@albanycountyny.gov 

02:01:04        Ted Smith:      Clean Air's facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/402930067521781 

02:01:10        diana abadie:   thx to media sanctuary, all great organizers, 

speakers and chetterâ€™s 

 


